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gy. After much paper work 

and permitting by various 

agencies, we were able to 

purchase the materials needed 

for the project. Our always 

eager volunteers did the work 

of changing the contours of the 

shoreline and creating the 

ponds which would hold the 

water rather than allow it to 

run off. It was quite a project. 

The grant was approved in 

March of 2003 and the project 

had to be completed by Sep-

tember of 2003. Many Loon 

Lake people pitched in and we 

got it done on time. If you 

would like to see how a really 

functioning wetland works, 

you should have seen it this 

past spring. All that water is 

now in the aquifer and it did 

not run into the lake and out of 

the control dam. 

In 2004 the Conservancy ac-

quired title to 43 acres of forest 

land at the north end of the 

lake, known historically as 

Morgan Wood. This property 

had belonged to Gail  

(continued on page 2) 

It was after several years of 

fending off attempts by devel-

opers to build in the lake’s four 

remaining wetlands that the 

Conservancy came into being. 

We had repeatedly attempted 

to convince Stevens County 

that the lake’s wetlands should 

be protected. They remained 

adamant proponents of devel-

opment. As we resorted to 

appeals in Superior Court, the 

County was always found neg-

ligent in complying with state 

laws. Developers wanted to 

place 59 homes in the 17 acres 

that we now call the Old Just 

Farm, and four homes in what 

we now call the Betty and Wal-

ter Davis Wetland, plus a com-

munity boat dock. This was the 

focus of the battle to save the 

lake environment. 

In 2002, after four years in the 

courts, lawyers for the two 

sides brought us together to 

discuss next steps. After a 

sometimes contentious discus-

sion it was agreed that the 

developers would sell all of 

their property, both the 17 

acres of upland and the shore-

line lots to the Loon Lake Prop-

erty Owners Association. Dur-

ing the purchase process it 

was determined that the Loon 

Lake Property Owners Associ-

ation was not set up to own or 

manage property. The Loon 

Lake Land Conservancy was 

established specifically for that 

purpose. By the time of the 

sale thirty-eight people around 

the lake had pledged financial 

support for the proposed Con-

servancy. Betty and Walter 

Davis established a ten year no 

-interest loan for the remain-

der. 

Soon after celebrating our 

purchase of this valuable wet-

land, Chris Merker a wetland 

biologist from the Department 

of Ecology and good friend of 

Loon Lake, pointed out to us 

that the wetland was in very 

bad shape. A major effort to 

restore and enhance this wet-

land was needed in order for it 

to perform its function. Chris 

was not just talking, he had a 

plan. We applied for a Water 

Quality/David Hussman Grant 

from the Department of Ecolo-

Link to current lake level as 

monitored by DOE—Click on 

About the Lake tab. 

Log on and see what’s happen-

ing around the lake. 

If you have ever wondered 

what the Loon Lake Land Con-

servancy has accomplished 

around the lake in the past ten 

years, the Conservancy’s new 

website answers that question 

and many more. Visitors to the 

site will find— 

Information about the lake, 

watershed and wetlands 

News and progress updates 

on Conservancy projects 

Information on land trusts and 

conservation easements 

Mission and goals of the LLLC 
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To attempt to discourage pocket gophers 

that have destroyed our efforts to reforest 

this area, Bill Shawl tried something new. 

Last fall he planted four tamarack trees, 

two-gallon size, in wire baskets which he 

made out of chicken wire. He reports that 

all four are doing fine despite the very 

evident gopher holes nearby. He does 

report the death of two rather large trees 

which were thought to be too far along for 

gophers to destroy. Pocket gophers are 

active day and night. They eat leafy vege-

tation above ground and roots and tubers 

below. They burrow in pastures where the 

ground is softer and has been tilled, as on 

Just Farm. If this area is ever to be reforest-

ed, we must rid the area of gophers. The 

barn owl boxes put in place last year do 

not seem to have attracted any nesting 

owls yet. 

Financial Report 2011 

Thank you for your support. 

Starting Balance  $8,394.78        

Total Receipts        +1,770.51                      

Taxes,Adm,Ins.   1,068.60                            

Maint,Elec,Water  445.44                                

Total Disbursements    –1,514.04              

Ending Balance  $8,651.25    

The Loon Lake Land Conservancy is a non-

profit 501(c)3 corporation registered with 

the State of Washington and the IRS. Its 

purpose is to protect the environment of 

Loon Lake, its waters, shorelands and wa-

tershed for future generations. 

 

Would you like more information?  to help 

with outdoor projects?  to make a dona-

tion?  to talk about a conservation ease-

ment?  Contact us. 

Web: loonlakelandconservan-

cy.wordpress.com 

E-mail:  loonlakelandconservan-

cy@hotmail.com  

If you would like to help the Conservancy’s 

efforts with a donation, please send your 

tax-deductible contributions to:  

Loon Lake Land Conservancy, PO Box 

153, Loon Lake, WA 99148.   

A Look Back (continued from page 1)  

Tree Planting on Just Farm 
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munity Foundation to assist with purchase 

of materials, plants, rocks, soil etc. Work-

ing with a native plant landscape designer, 

we converted the area into a native plant 

garden as well  as a public park. This area 

will soon be more self-sufficient and will 

not require constant maintenance. 

It has been an interesting and rewarding 

ten years for the Conservancy. June 24, 

2012 is our 10th anniversary. Much has 

been accomplished, but much remains to 

be done. The lake’s two largest wetlands, 

Anderson Meadow and McVay Meadow 

are still not protected. We hope that you 

will join us in sharing this success, and 

work with us in our efforts to protect Loon 

Lake. 

Bill Shawl, Past President 

Kreuzberger, a descendant of one of the 

founding families of Loon Lake. In 1991 she 

donated it to North Shore Homes with the 

stipulation that it be maintained “in as near 

natural state as possible.” North Shore 

Homes decided the Conservancy was in 

better position to protect this property in 

perpetuity. The Conservancy Board is 

committed to carrying on the tradition es-

tablished by North Shore Homes of careful 

stewardship of this historical part of the 

Loon Lake community. 

In 2006 the Conservancy signed an agree-

ment with homeowner Ed Haag for a 12-

acre conservation easement on his proper-

ty which adjoins that which we own in the 

Pearson Meadow wetland. In addition to 

our conservation easement, this property 

is in a wetland bank administered by the 

Dept. of Ecology. We are now protecting 

most of this vital wetland. 

In 2008 the Conservancy purchased a con-

servation easement on a small, but vital, 

part of the Little Loon Lake wetland. We 

are in a position to actually purchase that 

property. We are working at this time on 

acquiring the remaining 11 acres of Little 

Loon Lake wetland. We are hopeful that 

this may occur this summer.  

In 2009 the Conservancy was asked to ac-

cept ownership of Loon Lake Park. This 

little park had been in the Qualls family for 

many years. The only stipulation on this 

donation is that it remain a public park. We 

received a grant from the Inland NW Com-



For many years crews discarded used 

broken ties into the waters of “Little Loon 

Lake” when replacing railroad ties along 

the tracks.  We were concerned that the 

creosote from these ties was leaching into 

the water, harming wildlife and then flow-

ing into big Loon Lake via a culvert sys-

tem.  

During a meeting, Stevens County Water 

Quality Coordinator, Charlie Kessler, 

offered to contact the BNSF Railroad for  

 

us to address this probable pollutant.   

As a result the BNSF environmental offi-

cials have conferred on-site.  We are now 

in the “permitting process” having 

cleared with the Army Corp of Engineers 

and Stevens County while still waiting on 

the Washington State Fish and Wildlife 

Department.  NRC Environmental Ser-

vices estimates the removal to take place 

in late August.       

Changing of  the Guard 

The Frogs, Turtles and Birds Thank BNSF  

slowly into the aquifer, filtering out silt and 

debris. Logs placed along the shoreline 

prevent erosion from wave action. Natural 

vegetation fills the area and it has become 

a haven for nesting birds. 

LOON LAKE PARK   Maintenance work on 

Loon Lake Park this spring included 

spreading peat moss and topsoil over the 

center meadow, trimming the black sheep 

fescue that covers most of the area, and 

controlling weeds on the pathways. Spring 

is the time to see the Park at its best. Saska-

toon Serviceberry, Blue Elderberry, Gold-

en Currant, Chokecherry, Dwarf Mountain 

Ash, Spirea and Mock Orange and Lilac 

are some of the native plants in bloom at 

this time of year. 

MORGAN WOOD  Each spring North Shore 

homeowners get together to clean up win-

ter debris in Morgan Wood.  This year they 

removed piles of pine needles found in the 

forest.  While pine needles are a natural 

material, piles of them drying out over the 

summer become a real fire danger and 

need to be removed. Thank you, North 

Shore Homes. 

WALTER & BETTY DAVIS WETLAND  The 

Walter & Betty Davis Wetland in the south-

west corner of the lake is functioning as it 

should after being reconstructed and re-

stored ten years ago. Rather than running 

rapidly through the property into the lake 

carrying silt and debris with it, snow melt 

and rainwater stand in ponds, seeping 

 

A change occurred on the Board of Direc-

tors this spring with the resignation of Bill 

Shawl as President after ten years at the 

helm of this organization.   

Bill has been the primary mover and shak-

er in developing the Loon Lake Land Con-

servancy since its inception. 

Not only has he provided leadership in 

creating a non-profit, he has followed to 

the letter the rules and regulations that are 

associated with it. His vision for what the 

waters of Loon Lake should be have led to 

major changes for critical wetlands around 

Loon Lake that were in danger of being 

lost. And, he’s not afraid to get his hands 

dirty in the field, as well. 

Thank you, Bill Shawl, for ten years of lead-

ership.  We are pleased that you will re-

main on the Board of Directors for the Loon 

Lake Land Conservancy.    

Update on Protected Lands 
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Board Members Speak at Lakes Conference  
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Loon Lake Land Conservancy Board 

members Bill Shawl and Jim Davies 

were presenters at the 11th Annual Re-

gional Lakes Conference at Spokane 

Community College on February 4, 

2012. 

“Lessons in Lake and Watershed Management” was the theme of the Conference hosted 

by Liberty Lake Sewer and Water District, Spokane Community College Water Resources 

Program and the Washington Lake Protection Association. 

The purpose of the conference was to provide a forum for exchanging information and 

experiences in an effort to learn more about protecting our lakes and watersheds. 

“Do You Know Your Lake? The Loon Lake Story” presented a series of lessons 

learned over the years in managing problems at Loon Lake. 

Beginning with the control dam and adjudicated level in 1951, the presentation included 

1) founding of the Loon Lake Property Owners Association (LLPOA) in 1979; 2) creation of 

Sewer District No. 4 in 1980, the Lake Management District for the control of milfoil in 

1999, the Loon Lake Land Conservancy in 2002; and, 3) the LLPOA Water Quality Moni-

toring project initiated in 2007. 

The final message delivered by Bill Shawl was, “Get organized. No one is going to take 

care of your lake for you. Lake management is a do-it-yourself project.” 


