
Loon Lake Park Grand Opening 

Landscaping with Native Plants 

The Conservator 

The Conservancy has 

completed the redevelop-

ment of Loon Lake Park 

and Native Plant Garden.  

We will be celebrating 

this accomplishment June 

4th during the Loonsday 

walk activities. 

We will be providing the 

public with information on 

how to use native plants in 

their landscaping. 

Landscape designer,    

Dede McAuliffe, will be 

there to talk with people 

and give advice on land-

scape planning. 

We will be giving away 

sample native plants to 

get people started. 

We hope that you will join 

us in this celebration! 

For more information: 

Washington Native Plant So-

ciety                   

www.wnps.org 

WSU Coop. Ext. Master Gar-

dener Resource Center               

www.spokanecounty.wsu.edu 

Quaking Aspen, Red Twig 

Dogwood and Kinnickinnick 

are only a few of the native 

species in our region. 

Building your landscape with 

native plants is practical and 

makes good sense. They are 

hardy and thrive in our cli-

mate. Some can tolerate 

poorer soil. They are more 

resistant to pests and diseas-

es.  

They are easier to maintain 

and attract birds and wildlife. 

Many are also drought toler-

ant and that conserves water.        
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It  may be recalled that in 2007 we 

decided to attempt to control the 

knapweed problem on our Old Just 

Farm property with a knapweed-

eating weevil. 

The researchers told us that it would 

take awhile before we noticed any 

success. 

We are now seeing that the weevils 

are making significant inroads  on 

the knapweed problem.  

We will not attempt to use chemical 

sprays  on the knapweed at this 

time. 

 

Invasive Japanese Knotweed Eradicated 

 In June 2009 Bob and Nancy French 

noticed a strange and abundant 

plant in the Little Loon Lake West 

area. This lush flowering growth was  

thriving. 

An agent from the Department of 

Ecology identified it as Japanese 

Knotweed, a very invasive and non-

native species. The stand was 12 feet 

tall and covered  a 10x20 foot area. 

Attempts to dig and burn it out were 

unsuccessful. 

Acting to divert its spread into Loon 

Lake proper and working closely 

with the Stevens County Weed 

Board, the plant was treated with an 

aquatic herbicide. There are no 

signs of its reappearance. 

Owl Boxes Help Reforestation 

Weevils Controlling Knapweed 
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 As reported in numerous issues of 

this newsletter, we are still having 

difficulty with our efforts to reforest 

the upland area of the old Just Farm 

property.  

Our major problems have been with 

deer, gophers and voles. Deer rip 

up tree trunks with their antlers 

when in rut, gophers eat the roots of 

trees killing them, and voles eat the 

bark off young trees which kills 

them.  

We are not giving up! New trees 

which we plant this year will be 

planted in chicken wire baskets to 

keep the gophers from eating the 

roots. To deal with voles, we have 

put up owl boxes to attract barn owls 

which feed on voles. Both barn owls 

and voles are nocturnal, so we will 

not see much of them if this works.  

Chuck Schilling, our new Vice-

President, did the research on barn 

owls and constructed the owl boxes. 

 



                      The North American Lake Manage-

ment Society (NALMS) and the Wash-

ington State Lake Protection Associa-

tion (WALPA) are teaming up on the 

NALMS 31st International Symposium 

in Spokane October 24-28, 2011. 

As lake management issues continue 

to affect a wide range of stakeholders 

with individual concerns, this confer-

ence provides a forum to discuss 

those issues. 

The spirit of the conference allows for 

scientific, environmental, recreation-

al and governmental interaction. 

Where better to hold a lakes manage-

ment conference than in Spokane—a 

recreational mecca with 76 lakes 

within one hour of the city. 

Conservation Fund Established 

Lake Management Conference Scheduled 

Several years ago we did a lot of work 

on our Pearson Meadow Conservancy 

property.  

We diverted the canal that previous 

owners had dug through the meadow to 

drain it for agricultural purposes. We 

dug lateral ponds along its margins and 

on the lake side of South Loon Lake 

Road. We ponded and dammed it so that 

the water would be forced into the aqui-

fer rather than running unimpeded into 

the lake.  

Last year we used some concrete blocks 

rescued from the Just Farm to dam it just 

above South Loon Lake Road, thus forc-

ing more water into the ponds above the 

road. Our efforts were not in vain. All of 

the ponds above the road were filled 

this year for the first time.  

This action improves the performance of 

the wetlands and increases the amount 

of water in the aquifer. After the lake has 

gone through its summertime loss to 

evaporation there should be a lot of wa-

ter remaining in the aquifer to replace it.  

Our guess is that we should suffer no 

large loss of water this year.    

any of our efforts, please send your  

tax-deductible donations to:                                                       

Loon Lake Land Conservancy            

PO Box 153                                          

Loon Lake, WA 99148  

Indicate on your check that you are 

donating either to the Conservancy 

Fund or the General Fund.  Thank you 

for your support!        

At its May meeting, the Board of Di-

rectors decided to establish a special 

fund for the purpose of acquiring con-

servation easements.  

We have found that there can be con-

siderable expense involved in a con-

servation easement, even if the land 

owner is donating the easement.  

In order for a conservation easement 

to have any effect, it must be attached 

to the deed on the property. This in-

volves legal work as well as several 

fees which the county charges to 

properly register the easement. We, 

the Conservancy, usually pay for   

these items. 

If you would like to assist in the estab-

lishment of this fund or contribute to 

Runoff Diverted in Pearson Meadow 

 

NALMS 31st 

INTERNATIONAL  

SYMPOSIUM   

October 24-28 

Spokane  

Convention Center 

www.walpa.org 
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Walter & Betty Davis Wetland                  

Pearson Meadow 



 The Conservancy is managed and operat-

ed by an eleven member Board of Direc-

tors. There have been some changes in the 

Board recently. Vice-President, Jim Davies, 

has resigned as Vice-President, but will 

continue as a Director. Chuck Schilling has 

been elected Vice-President. Bob Moroz-

zo, former Treasurer and Director, has 

tendered his resignation.  The Board has 

selected Nancy French to replace Bob. 

Nancy is well-known for her involvement in 

the Loon Lake community and brings a 

special longtime knowledge of Loon Lake. 

The Conservancy has no paid staff, so all of 

the “heavy lifting” is done by volunteers.  

What kind of work have volunteers done 

recently?  Here is a sampling:  

 Built granite benches with five donated 

slabs from the old Fox Theater in Spokane 

 Allied with Meadowcroft Wetland Mitiga-

tion Bank on Loon Lake to protect the area 

 Created a crushed stone foot path, plant-

ed perennials, watered and weeded in 

Loon Lake Park 

 Brought goats to Just Farm to eat knap-

weed and built owl boxes so barn owls will 

thin the vole population 

 Moved logs and mowed meadow grasses   

 Wrote grants to fund projects that protect 

the lake environment 

 Constructed water diversion in Pearson 

Meadow to deter spring runoff and allow 

more water into the aquifer 

 Eradicated invasive Japanese knotweed  

 Removed branches and undergrowth for 

fire suppression in Morgan Wood 

All of the efforts and resources of the Con-

servancy are dedicated to projects that 

protect the lake environment. 

Board of Directors 

      STAMP 
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