
Railroad Cleanup Completed in Little Loon Lake  
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Thanks to Bob and Nancy 
French, a hazardous situation 
was identified and proper 
steps were taken to correct 
it. Thanks to the cooperation 
of BNSF, the assistance of 
Charlie Kessler of Stevens Co., 
and the cooperation of David 
and Kristy McMullan, owners 
of the wetland, this critical 
wetland will continue to func-
tion as it should.                

For many years BNSF crews 
discarded used broken rail-
road ties into the waters of 
Little Loon Lake while repair-
ing tracks along the wet-
land. Lake residents, Bob and 
Nancy French, alerted the 
Conservancy Board to this 
practice, and expressed con-
cern that these discarded ties 
were leaching creosote and 
chemicals into the water, 
threatening wildlife and wa-
ter quality of Big Loon Lake as 
water moved into the lake via 
a culvert system. 

The Frenches contacted Ste-
vens County Water Quality 
Coordinator, Charlie Kessler, 
who was equally concerned.  
He, in turn, contacted the 
BNSF Environmental Depart-
ment, and BNSF officials sub-
sequently met with them on 
site and agreed to fund a tie 
removal project. 

The Frenches  completed the 
JARPA (Joint Aquatic Re-
sources Permit Application) 
to acquire permits from vari-
ous Washington agencies to 
get the project moving. San-
dry Construction Co. was con-
tracted by BNSF to retrieve 
the ties. Their crew spent 
four days in October combing 
the seasonally “dry” wetland 
and recovered  and hauled 
away more than 300 pieces. 

Become a Friend of the Conservancy 

with an annual contribution of $25       

or more. 
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The Eastern Washington/North Idaho 
Lakes Conference held in February in 
Spokane called attention to the fact that 
some of the invasive plants and species 
that infect area lakes are the result of 
dumping the unwanted contents of 
home aquariums and backyard fish ponds 
into local waterways.  

Releasing creatures and plants into a 
local lake or river can have a disastrous 

aggressive fish that grow too large can 
devastate the local food supply. 

“Sue Williams, a professor at the Univer-
sity of California, Davis, Bodega Marine 
Laboratory, co-authored a study that 
found the aquarium trade has contribut-
ed to one-third of the world’s worst 
aquatic and invasive species problems.”  
www.npr.org/blogs 

effect on the lake environment. It was 
this practice that introduced the popular 
aquarium plant, Eurasian Watermilfoil, 
into fresh waterways where it has spread 
and now competes with native plants for 
nutrients. Whatever the reason for dis-
posing of aquarium fish, owners should 
never flush them or release them in a 
natural waterway. Aggressive non-native 
fish that have no natural predators can 
severely damage local habitat. Even non-

Just Farm Gate Replaced 

The old farm gate on the Just Farm fell 

into disrepair a few years ago, and was 

finally replaced last fall with a simpler 

entrance more in keeping with the wood-

land surroundings. Avista donated a pow-

er pole which forms the uprights on ei-

ther side. A cable with a small sign joins 

the uprights. Walkers are able to go 

around the end post onto the property. 

Late Storms Benefit Snowpack 

Dumping Aquariums Spreads Invasive Species 

Page 2 The Conservator 

the lake level high and filled the ponds at 

Pearson Meadow and the Walter & Betty 

Davis Wetland in early spring.     

Winter began in November with early 

mountain snow that seemed to indicate a 

normal buildup of the snowpack. The rest 

of the month, however, and December 

and January remained very dry, and the 

lack of snow threatened to set winter 

records. Along came late-season storms 

that brought welcome snow to the 

mountains, and by March the media re-

ported that the Eastern Washington 

snowpack had reached 80% of normal, as 

measured by the Natural Resources Con-

servation Service (NRCS) at Quartz Peak, 

Washington, elevation 4,700 feet.   

Storms continued into March, and in ear-

ly April, the Office of the State Climatolo-

gist reported that the snowpack across 

the state had benefited from the wetter 

than usual March conditions. As of April 

1, the snowpack (in terms of snow water 

equivalent) in the Spokane region was 

117% of normal. Most of the ice on Loon 

Lake gradually disappeared by March 23, 

and recent storms and melting snow kept 
“...think of snowpack like a water bank for 

the dry summer months.”  Nick Bond, 

Washington State’s Climatologist,           

NPR Public  Radio, February 19, 2014 



The owners of the property which in-

cludes Little Loon Lake wetland have suc-

cessfully divided their property, part of 

which creates an “unbuildable lot” con-

taining all of the wetland. The County 

designates this lot as a “conservancy lot.” 

This includes about 11 acres of very criti-

cal wetland. The lot is now for sale to the 

Conservancy. 

For many years the Conservancy has con-

sidered the protection of the Little Loon Lake wetland to be of very high priority due 

to its elevation and location at the south end of the lake. The area typically receives a 

heavy snowfall and drains directly into the lake through a series of underground cul-

verts.  

As with the purchase of the Pearson Meadow wetland in 2002, we will need to raise 

funds for the purchase. Thirty-eight individual donors helped us raise the funds in 

2002. If you would like to be a partner and assist the Conservancy in this effort to pur-

chase a vital wetland, please send your tax-deductible donation to: Loon Lake Land 

Conservancy, PO Box 153, Loon Lake, WA 99148.  Thank you. 

Log Boom Rebuilt on Wetland 

Wetland for Sale 

November, most of the knapweed could 
be eradicated. Jim very generously do-
nated his time, his crew’s time, the 
equipment and chemicals for this job. 
Two men sprayed from ATVs and Jim had 
a backpack sprayer and covered the are-
as around trees. The total ground 
sprayed was approximately 13 acres.  
Many thanks to Jim and crew. 

The Old Just Farm property on the west 
end of Loon Lake has had a serious knap-
weed problem over the last few years. 
Since the land had been previously tilled 
when the farm was operational, it was 
soft, dry and pliable – prime conditions 
for knapweed to take hold. Conservancy 
volunteers have tried several methods to 
get it under control – hand pulling the 
weed, mowing it before the flowers ap-
pear, introducing friendly weevils that 
feast on buds, and encouraging goats to 
eat their way through it. None of these 
methods have provided a permanent 
solution. 

Enter Jim Killingsworth. He is a Loon Lake 
resident and General Manager of Inland 
Division of Crop Production Services, and 
he knows a lot about knapweed. Jim vis-
ited Just Farm and came to the conclu-
sion that there was no way amateurs 
could take care of this very large prob-
lem, so he volunteered to bring his crew 
to the farm to spray the weed. This was 
done on November 4 and took approxi-
mately three hours. According to Jim, in 
late fall there are rosettes growing next 
to the ground on the weeds and they 
produce sugar for the roots to stay alive 
during the winter. By spraying them in 

erosion, increasing boat traffic on the 

lake causes constant wave action against 

the shore.    

The small log boom that was constructed 

should provide a more permanent and 

secure barrier to help prevent waterfront  

erosion from wave action.   

In the spring of 2013, high water loos-

ened the logs on the Walter & Betty Da-

vis Wetland shore which had been placed 

there several years before to help pre-

vent erosion. Some of them escaped and 

floated to the opposite end of the lake as 

the ice melted, where they landed on a 

neighbor’s beach.  Volunteers retrieved 

the logs and towed them back to the 

wetland where they fastened them to-

gether with 7” lag bolts through links of 

heavy duty galvanized chain. 

Despite the fact that the wetland is a 

natural growth area of native trees, 

shrubs and grasses that should contain  

Just Farm Knapweed Tackled 
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and Variance proposal for Anderson 

Meadow.   

In the 1930s there were several wetland 

areas around the lake. Today, the re-

maining wetlands make up a small por-

tion of the original footprint.   

Wetlands are critical to the health of 

Loon Lake – they store water and moder-

ate storm water flows, reduce siltation, 

protect water quality by reducing pollu-

tion to ground and surface water, and 

recharge the aquifer. As a Category 1 

wetland, Anderson Meadow continues to 

be “of vital importance” to the health of 

Loon Lake. 

Anderson Meadow on the west side of 

the lake is a Category 1 wetland as desig-

nated by Washington State’s Wetlands 

Rating System for Eastern Washington.  A 

Category 1 wetland is considered the 

highest category, of vital importance, to 

its environment.   

The Wetlands Rating System was devel-

oped in 1991 by wetland specialists, and 

designed to be used by agencies and lo-

cal regulatory bodies to increase the con-

sistency of decision-making related to 

wetlands.    

Anderson Meadow came under recent 

scrutiny in February after Stevens County 

received a Preliminary Short Plat applica-

tion and Variance request for a segment 

of Anderson Meadow. The County solicit-

ed comments for the proposal and re-

ceived detailed letters from three agen-

cies and thirteen interested parties, 

among them the State Department of 

Ecology, NE Tri-County Health District, 

and the County Department of Public 

Works. 

After much deliberation, Stevens County 

Land Services Planning Division published 

in the Chewelah Independent on March 

6, 2014 an Administrative Decision deny-

ing the Preliminary Short Plat application 

County Denies Anderson Meadow Proposal  
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